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Egyptian Review of Development and Planning No. 2 - 1994

The Impact of Economic and Social Factors
on Housing Design and Planning in Egypt

By
Nadia salem

This paper proposes to study the impact of poverty on housing
planning and design in Egypt.

It is divided into four parts :

The first one: defincs the minimum basic needs and hygienic
requirements for housing in order to find a valid criterion upon which
an accurate distinction between the hygienic and non hygienic
housing could be made.

The second part : reviews the general housing situation in
Egypt and the distribution of housing units on the national, urban and
rural levels, and classifies the units according to its standards and
uses.

The third part : figures out the number of these units which
does not meet the minimum basic hygienic requirements, their
location and the reasons behind the existence of this phenomenon.

It also attempts to study it’s impact on housing planning and
design.

The Fourth Part: analyses the interrelationship between
economic and soical problems, on one hand, and housing planning
and design, on the other hand, and it’s impact on human health and
psychological conditions.

The major finding of this paper is that 6,164,036 Egyptian
families live in non-hygienic housing (63.9% of the total population)
because of the failure of the housing plan to meet the needs of the low
income groups.
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